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Pesach

Part 1. Holiday Summary

The holiday of Pesach celebrates the Jewish
people’s leaving Egypt and our becoming a free
nation. One important part of the holiday is the
mitzvah to eat matzah and not to eat chametz.
Another key mitzvah of Pesach is sippur yetziat
mitzrayim, telling the story of the exodus from |
Egypt. We fulfill this mitzvah on the first night of
Pesach (and second night outside of Israel) as
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part of the Pesach Seder, where we read the Haggadah, retelling the story of our

slavery and redemption.

Part 2: The Inside Scoop

Look at the pesukim below that describe the
mitzvah of retelling the story of leaving Egypt.

Shemot 13:3, 8
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Moses said to the people, "Remember this day,
when you went out of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage, for with a mighty hand, the Lord took
you out of here, and [therefore] no leaven shall
be eaten.

And you shall tell your son on that day, saying,
"Because of this, the Lord did [this] for me when
| went out of Egypt."
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The Rambam explains that these pesukim serve as the source for the mitzvah to
tell the story of leaving Egypt every year on Pesach.

fifteenth? The Torah states: "And you shall tell your
son on that day, saying: 'lt is because of this...'
[implying that the mitzvah is to be fulfilled]

when matzah and maror are placed before you.

Rambam, Hilchot Chametz Umatzah 7:1 X.T Qxnl ynn nid%7a ,0"anN
It is a positive commandment of the Torah to relate 71907 NN 7W NWY NIXN
the miracles and amazing things done for our 1I'NIANYT IWYIY NIX79]1 D01
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which you left Egypt"... From where [is it derived 292 |11 ...0IXAN DNRY!
that this mitzvah is to be fulfilled on] the night of the 17 TMYN 27wy nwnn
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Part 3: Let’s Discuss

Kids:

> According to the Rambam, why is the mitzvah to tell the story performed
specifically on the night of the 15" of Nissan?

» Why do you think it is important to teach the story of the redemption from
Egypt?

> In your opinion, what is different about how we learn the story on the
Seder night from how it might be taught by your teacher in school? Which
do you like better?

> What do you think is the most important message to learn at the Seder on
Pesach? Why?

» Name one special memory you have of the Seder from past years. What
was it and why was it special?

Grownups:

» Do you have a special way that you conduct part of the Seder? What is it,
and where did you first learn about it?

» What is your favorite part of the Seder and why?

» Share a memory of yours from a Seder when you were a child.
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Part 4. Activity

@@ Younger Grades: Drawing
Print out and color in a picture of the Seder plate from
here. Then see if you can name each of those foods.
Older Grades:

Everyone loves hiding or searching for the Afikomen at
the Seder! Join Abbey to learn how to make your own
Afikomen bag that you can use at the Seder here.

Part 5: Bonus

= If the mitzvah of sippur yetziat mitzrayim is for the parents to teach the children,
‘ * what happens if there are no children at the Seder? Do you still recite the
S Haggadah? Look at the statement of the Gemara below about asking the “Mah

Nishtanah” at the Seder.

Tractate Pesachim 116a X TINY TORP 9T D'NOD NdON
The Sages taught: If his son is wise and knows how 22 — DN ;2 AN
to inquire, his son asks him. And if he is not wise, — DJN iI'X DN .I7XIY
his wife asks him. And if even his wife is not capable X7 DX] ,iR7RIY INYX
of asking or if he has no wife, he asks himself. And ,iNyy'7 XY RIN —
even if two Torah scholars who know the halakhot TN Y 179X
of Passover are sitting together and there is no one NN |'VTi*Y D'MN
else present to pose the questions, they ask each N7 |"7XiY — No9n
other. D17

> Based on this Gemara, do you think the Haggadah is still recited if there are no
children at the Seder?

» What do you think Torah scholars can gain from repeating the story of leaving
Egypt every year even if they know it already?

Find us on Part 6: More on the Parsha — For Grownups
facebeok

ﬂb In a Tanach Study podcast entitled “The Paschal Lamb: In Egypt and for

: Future Generations”, Dr. Yael Ziegler discusses Pesach Mitzrayim and
Pesach Dorot here. The commandment of the Korban Pesach was meant to
help Bnei Yisrael to define their relationship with God and separate
themselves from Egyptian culture.
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