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@ Part 1. Parsha Summary

Yaakov leaves his parents’ home in Eretz Yisrael to run
away from Eisav, who is angry at him for taking the
special berachah from Yitzchak. He travels to Charan,
where his uncle Lavan lives. At the well in Charan he
meets Rachel, Lavan’s daughter. After helping to take off
the stone on the well to draw water, Rachel invites him
to her home. Yaakov decides to marry Rachel and
agrees to work for Lavan for seven years in return. But,
on the night of the wedding, Lavan tricks Yaakov and
gives him Rachel’s sister Leah to marry instead of
Rachel! Yaakov agrees to work for Lavan for another
seven years in exchange for marrying Rachel. During his years in Charan,
Yaakov’s wives give birth to eleven children. At the end of the parsha, Yaakov
leaves Charan with his family and prepares to return to Eretz Yisrael.

Ml Part 2: The Inside Scoop

Let us look at the story of Yaakov meeting
Rachel at the well in more detail.

Bereishit 29:2, 7-10 =T ,2 07109 VD 719 N'YUXI]
And he [Yaakov] looked, and there was a well in DY NIl DT X Ml KXY
the field, and there were three flocks of sheep lying 12 27V DY [NY TV WY
beside it, because from that well they would water DMYTYD 1790 NIND XA [N
the flocks, and a huge rock was upon the mouth of . OXAD "9 9V NYTA [N
the well... And he said [to the other shepherds], ny 87 773 DD TIV |0 NN
"The day is yet long; it is not the time to take in the Y1 [NXD 179D N)7AN QOND
livestock. Water the sheep and go, let them WX TV 7211 N9 0N YA
pasture." And they said, "We cannot [water them nx 19921 DTV 05 'IDON:
since the stone is too heavy], until all the flocks are '|]'|_;Un-i Tﬁxnnvlﬂav'wvn p'N'I_]"
gathered together, and they [all the shepherds T o T o |an
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together] will roll the rock off the mouth of the well,
and we shall [then] water the sheep."

While he was still talking with them, Rachel came
with her father's sheep, for she was a shepherdess.
And it came to pass, when Yaakov saw Rachel, the

DY NX2 70701 DAY "ATN ATV
INID DY D DMXT UK INXD

daughter of Laban, his mother's brother and the 70 DX YL N AYND D
sheep of Laban, his mother's brother, that Yaakov 127 IN¥ Nyl RN Ny |27 ma
drew near and rolled the rock off the mouth of the o T '7:3'1! 7Y WAl IAK DK
well, and he watered the sheep of Laban, his KX DX N3 19 wn XD
mother's brother. AN Ny 7
Part 3: Let’s Discuss
Kids:

» How do the shepherds explain why they cannot give the sheep water yet?
What does Yaakov do in response after he sees Rachel?

» How do you think Yaakov got the strength to do this by himself? Now look
at the explanation of Rav Chaim Shmulevitz below. How does he explain

it?
Sichot Musar, Essay 5 N XN "o nNin'Y
“And he rolled the stone off”... Rashi explains ™TMm" w1 wno . |arn DX 721
“that this teaches that he was very strong”... this 2y 101w naPN 'R ..."1T2 INDW
does not refer to physical strength... rather his TRV 0 INd XYX ...1912 DD
strength was through focusing his heart and in N Yo N7 NO21 Y DX TN
that way acting in a way that is greater than Wi ...21Y97 WK NN A7unyy
regUIar human Strength... we sometimes see n'N 179X 0T ['Vn D'RIN 1IRY
this even today with normal people, such as NYwA 9wn% 07X 12 DNoAl
when there is a fire, G-d forbid, one person is DTN Y2100 ,[9¥7 KM N9Y
capable of doing what can usually be done 295 172 XY NN NIWYY? TR
only by ten people... ...INYYY? DTX 12 NWY

» Why do you think Yaakov was able to do this specifically when he saw
Rachel?

» Have you ever seen anyone do something that you would think they were
not strong enough to do? If so, when?

» Rav Shmulevitz also writes that this idea is true about both physical and
mental strength. Think of an example of something that you think is too
hard, but if you put your mind to it, perhaps you could do it.
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> Give an example of something you felt at one time that you were not
physically or mentally capable of doing, but in the end you were able to do
it. How did you do it?

Grownups:

» How do you think a person can muster up the extra physical or mental
strength that Rav Chaim Shmulevitz discusses?

>

Part 4: Activity

@@ Younger Grades:
Watch this story about doing things that are hard
for you.

e \What are some of the things that are hard
for the children in the book to do but they
are able to do them anyway?

e \What things are hard for you but you
would like to try to do anyway?

Older Grades:
Watch this video about ordinary people that did amazing things to save the lives
of others (the first 5 minutes will give you the idea).
e Based on what we have learned, how do you think it is possible for them
to have such strength?
e In what other ways can a person help when someone is in trouble?

Part 5: Bonus

v . Look at the following quote from the special prayer we say every year on Shemini
3(“' - :
[ S Atzeret called Tefillat Geshem (the prayer for rain).
*
& Prayer for Rain N 719 NINY 781272
He made his heart of one focus and rolled the D' X2 '9N AN 72127 T
stone off the mouth of the well of water... For his .0 YInn 78 n1aya

sake, do not withhold water.

> Based on what we have learned, which person is the prayer talking about?

» Why do you think we mention this when asking Hashem for rain?
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Part 6: More on the Parsha — For Grownups

Wells play a major part in the stories in Sefer Bereishit. In this Tanach Study
video shiur on the HaTanakh.com website, Dr. Yael Ziegler examines the
different well betrothal scenes to understand their unique features, their

characters, and the legacy that emerges.
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