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נְקַן"  קַּ ל בַּ כֵּ סְתַּ נָה כ: "אַל תִּ רֶק ד מִשְׁ כֶת אָבוֹת פֶּ מַסֶּ

:The Mishnaהמשנה: 

אבות ד,כ

י אוֹמֵר: רַבִּ

שׁ בּוֹ.  יֶּ א בְמַה שֶּׁ נְקַן, אֶלָּ קַּ ל בַּ כֵּ סְתַּ אַל תִּ

ן,  יֵשׁ קַנְקַן חָדָשׁ מָלֵא יָשָׁ

אֲפִלּוּ חָדָשׁ אֵין בּוֹ: ן שֶׁ וְיָשָׁ

Avot, Chapter 4, Mishna 20

 

Rabi said: don’t look at the container  
but at that which is in it:

there is a new container full of old wine,

and an old [container] in which  
there is not even new [wine].
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 z Explain the parable in the Mishna:

 � What is a new container?  

 � What is an old container?  

 � What is old in a new container?  

 

 z What important principle is the Mishna teaching us here? 

 

 

 

Choose one of the titles and write a short story, using the principle that we learned: “don’t look at 
the container but at that which is in it”

The titles:

• Why was a rabbi, who was only 18 years old, appointed to serve the community?

• The diamond ring that was discovered to be a fake.

• Who is the mysterious flower seller, and how did she actually help the whole world? 
You can add your own title

 � Share your story with the class and listen to the stories that your classmates have to tell.
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